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Kokomoor, Kevin. Of One Mind and Of One Government: The Rise and Fall of the Creek Nation in the Early Republic. University of Nebraska Press, 2019 $80.00 ISBN 9780803295872 In his first book, Of One Mind and Of One Government: The Rise and Fall of the Creek Nation in the Early Republic, historian Kevin Kokomoor examines the development of a Creek "nation" between the outset of the American Revolution and the War of 1812. His central argument is that the crisis of U.S. expansion spawned a Creek "nation-state" (19) . The administrative unit of this polity was the National Council, which oversaw Creek domestic affairs with "coercive legal authority" (19) . In his view, the Creek nation-state represented a departure from long-established "cultural and political traditions," such as community leadership, local decision-making, and the custom of clan retaliation (19). These traditions had favored clan and town autonomy and were "supposed to bind communities together as a people" (20).
Customs anchored in localism, however, proved "weak and ineffectual" against state and federal authorities' incessant demands that Creek headmen pay debts, police hunters, punish wrongdoers, and ultimately cede land to the State of Georgia (20). As a result, Creeks invested in the nation-state, a framework of governance that relies on coercion to build unity and enforce law among peoples sharing common interests. As Kokomoor explains convincingly, the Creek nation-state embodied Creek attempts to maintain peace with the Americans, on one hand, and remain on ancestral lands, on the other hand. Sensitive to Native agency, moreover, he contends that Creeks reinvented their political system "largely on their own cultural and political terms" (27, 28) .
Based on careful research in British, U.S., and Spanish records, Kokomoor identifies the "internal and external threats" that shaped American Indian livelihood and, in particular, spurred
Creek Indian nation-building in the post-revolutionary era (19) . While some like Steven Hahn trace the genesis of a Creek nation to British expansion in the colonial era, Kokomoor positions the "long Revolutionary era [as] a place of equal importance" in Creek nationalization (19) . Like their federal counterparts to the east, Creek leaders constructed a nation-state, one that "searched for" security and stability between Creeks and land-hungry settlers (21). In the end, the Creek Nation was "a truly revolutionary experiment in political modernization" for American Indians in eighteenth-century eastern North America (34).
Kokomoor is right to suggest that the scholarship on modernity and the nation-state typically involves peoples of European descent in the Atlantic World. In placing Indians on par with whites, he excavates the active and creative ways in which Native peoples adopted the tools of nation-building to preserve land and champion sovereignty. Creeks sought a "political nationalism" that encompassed "hierarchical government structures," "a land policy," and "even a fiscal policy" (23, 25) . "These institutions," Kokomoor contends, "are consistent with state formation in even the most conventional Western European traditions" (25).
Of One Mind and Of One Government is divided into three parts. In Part One, "The End of Creek Country," Kokomoor describes how the American Revolution generated support in
Creek country for a nation-state. While some Creeks became "American partisans" who cultivated ties with rebel Georgia, many others maintained a trading alliance with Britain and called for greater unity to reinforce Anglo-Creek ties (69 Regrettably, the "Creek Nation after 1815 was a shadow of its former self" (387).
In Of One Mind and Of One Government, Kokomoor has advanced the scholarship on
Creek Indian history and the history of indigenous nationalism in remarkable ways, especially by drawing parallels between the U.S. nation-state in its infancy and a fledgling Creek one. Still, this author is not convinced that a Creek nation-state came to fruition in the Early Republic. Ground, a Council Speaker alleged to have been the most influential headman in the nation at the time (288). As Kokomoor points out, however, just "because the National Council … did not work for everyone … or because not every Creek completely trusted it does not make the Creek Nation fictional-it makes it even more real" (33).
Overall, Kokomoor presents a fine synthesis of Creek political history during a transformative era in the American South. His evidence and argument will provoke thoughtful debate among scholars of the Southern Indians and indigenous political history in the coming years. Furthermore, this book would make for useful reading in graduate seminars, including American Indian history, the Early Republic, historical methods, and a political science course that emphasizes non-Western perspectives.
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